Discussion
The enantiomers [designed as I and II] of the title coumpond (RAC-109) and also of some related tetralin-l-spirosuccinimide and a-phenyl-a-propylsuccinimide based anesthetic agents were found to exhibit different, configuration-related biological activities [1 ] . The designations I and II mean steric relationships, thus indicating the same relative configuration for all I-enantiomers and the opposite configuration for all II compounds. Although Yeh [2] assumed S configuration for the I-enantiomers and hence R for those of II, and his suggestion was also accepted by Bolger et al. [3] and by Hill et al. [4] , the absolute configuration of this series of compounds has not previously been proved experimentally. The present X-ray study of RAC-109 I · HCl showed that the triclinic (PI) unit cell contains two formula units. The tetralinspirosuccinimide moieties of the two independent molecules exhibit similar conformations and proved to have the same (S) absolute configuration, but they distinctly differ in the orientation of the attached /V-diethylaminopropyl group. Each chloride anion is Η-bonded to the protonated amine N(16) atom of the nearest molecule [N-Cl = 3.056(5) Ä / 3.039(6) Ä], The crystal structure seems to be held together by ordinary van der Waals' forces, supported by a few shorter intermolecular C(H)· Ό connections to the carbonyl oxygens of the succinimide groups (3.17 < C-O < 3.30 Ä). The absolute configuration was unequivocally established from the crystallographic R values, and has also been confirmed by theoretical [5] as well as experimental [6] methods. 
